The Hermitage Heartbeat
Week of November 4, 2020
The Hermitage Heartbeat is a weekly newsletter from
Hermitage Presbyterian Church. There will be information
for events that have happened recently as well as the current
and future weeks. Some info is carried over to more than one
week. It is our hope that we will keep you up-to-date on what
is going on with our members, friends and community.
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"This Church Exists for the People
Outside Its Doors"
Greetings!
Stewardship is what we, as followers of
Jesus, do every day. November is the
time we especially reflect on
stewardship. Here are 10 scriptures that
invite us to reflect on stewardship, generosity and
gratitude:
1. Genesis 1:1-5 (The Creation Story) Start at the very
beginning! This verse reminds us that God created
everything, so all that we have is ultimately from God. It is
also a reminder that God brings light into our world, and
as children of the light, we are called to live lives of
gratitude and generosity, giving back to the work of God
out of the abundance that God has shared with us from the

very beginning.
2. Genesis 9:1-3, 16-17 (Noah, the aftermath of the flood
and the rainbow) This story is another reminder of God’s
generous provision to humanity. God provides for our
basic needs and also establishes an everlasting covenant
with us. Our response must be one of gratitude and
generosity for this abundant provision. We can be
inspired by the image of the rainbow and the reminder
that God will provide for us, so we are called to respond
generously to provide for the needs of others through
stewardship.
3. Genesis 45:1-5 (Joseph offers forgiveness to his
brothers) The Joseph novella in Genesis, chapters 37-50,
provides a beautiful case study in modeling generosity.
Joseph is mistreated by his brothers and sold into slavery.
He rises to become Pharaoh’s vizier. His brothers come to
Egypt in the midst of a famine and Joseph shares
generously with his brothers, giving them not just food
but forgiveness. This story reminds us that we have
received so much from God: food for our bodies and
forgiveness to heal our spirits and our lives. Therefore we
are called to respond generously, just as Joseph responds
generously to his brothers in their time of need.
4. Exodus 16:11-16, 31 (God provides manna to the
Israelites in the wilderness) The provision of manna to
the Israelites wandering in the wilderness is a reminder
that God provides abundantly for all of us. The details in
this story of “meat at night and bread in the morning” and
the delicious description of the manna offer a unique
perspective that God doesn’t just give us the bare
minimum, but provides abundantly. In turn, we are called
to share abundantly in our response to God, not just
offering the bare minimum, but offering our best.
5. Psalm 24:1-5 (The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in
it) Similar to Genesis 1, this Psalm reminds us that
everything we have is from God. But then it takes us a step
further and tells us that to see God face to face, we cannot
lift up our souls to what is false. Money and consumerism
can easily become a false idol, particularly in our US
context. We are called to recognize that all we have comes

from God. Acknowledging God’s abundance and
provision, and then sharing generously from that
provision will help us move in the direction the Psalmist
tells us to, to have clean hands and pure hearts. And we
are promised blessing, vindication and salvation when we
do that.
6. Proverbs 3:5-9 (Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
honor God with your first fruits) Proverbs offers a lot of
pithy one-liners that can be used to reflect on our call to
stewardship and generosity. They could even be used as a
basis for a stewardship campaign, like Proverbs 3:9. It is
helpful to see it in the larger context as well, not only is
this a call to give generously from our first fruits, it is a
reminder to trust in God, follow God, and seek God’s
wisdom. All of these are forms of stewardship and all are
deserving of our attention and reflection, even as we seek
to inspire generous financial giving.
7. Matthew 6:26-33 (Jesus talk about the birds and the
lilies and God’s provision) Oftentimes a lack of generosity
is based on fear or worry, that there will not be “enough.”
This verse reminds us that God provides generously to us,
that we don’t need to worry and instead we are called to
“strive first for the kingdom of God.” God provides, as
Jesus promises in this verse, and then we are invited to
share generously out of that provision.
8. Luke 10:25-29 (Love God and love neighbor, the
greatest commandment) Jesus answers the question,
“And who is my neighbor” with the story of the Good
Samaritan. Some version of the “Greatest
Commandment” or the “Double Love Command” is found
in all the synoptic gospels and this version in Luke
concludes with the story of the Good Samaritan and is
particularly fitting for reflecting on stewardship. This is
the basis for Christian life, to love God and love our
neighbors. And we show our love to our neighbors by
giving generously of our time, energy and resources, just
as the Samaritan did. If your church is engaged in mission
or ministry that reflects the story of the Good Samaritan,
then this scripture can be used as part of a stewardship
campaign to inspire generosity in your congregation.

9. Luke 13:18-21 (Parable of the mustard seed and the
yeast) Big and small gifts are appreciated and can be used
by God. There is hardly a more beautiful way to speak
about the hidden promise of even the smallest gift than
the image of the mustard seed, so tiny yet holding so much
possibility. Or for those who are bakers, the yeast
provides a similar illustration. We are given so many gifts
from God, and we are called to give back. Perhaps we feel
small, or we feel like our gifts are small, but we hold the
promise of God’s awesome power at work within us and
through our gifts. So we share our gifts so that God can
use them and grow them just like the mustard seed
becomes a tree big enough for birds and the yeast grows
big enough to make the bread and provide sustenance for
us.
10. 1 Peter 4:8-11 (Love, hospitality and being good
stewards of God’s grace) This verse reflects back on the
double love command, calling for love. And one way that
love is expressed is by giving generously to provide
hospitality and serve our “neighbors.” This verse also
reminds us that we are recipients of the incredible gift of
God’s grace, and we are called to steward that gift by
serving others. Ultimately, our giving is one way that we
can glorify God and point to God’s amazing love and grace
for all of us, and that should be cause for generosity and
celebration! My thanks to The Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett,
Pastor and Head of Staff of First Presbyterian Church in
Hastings, Nebraska, for putting these scriptures on the
pcusa.org website.
Wray

What's Happening?

Remember our
Veterans on
Veterans Day,

November 11,
2020.

Operation Christmas
Child Boxes
We will dedicate our
Operation Christmas Child
Boxes on Sunday, November
15, during the 9:45 A.M.
Worship Service. Please bring
your boxes to the church narthex on November 8.

In the month of December, we will
continue our annual ministry to the
residents of the Ritenour House in
Staunton. This year, instead of purchasing
clothing, etc. please give your money
donation to Tammy Goff. Tammy will
purchase items for a gift basket for each
resident. Thanks!

For the
Beauty of the
Earth....

If you have info, photos or any
news you would like to see in The
Hermitage Heartbeat Weekly,

We are truly
Blessed.....
photo credit, Fred &
Nancy Mader

Email Nancy Evers

please send to Nancy Evers by
clicking on her email button.
Please make sure you send it by
Tuesday before the Wednesday
issue. However, if you have an
urgent concern or prayer request,
you can send an email anytime and
a special email will be sent to our
members and friends. Thanks,
Nancy

Food Bank Donation
Our Church
donated 78
pounds of food
to the Blue
Ridge Area Food
Bank. A huge
thank you to all
who
contributed!

Sunday School
Lesson for
November 8,
2020
Fred Mader will be leading the Adult Class this Sunday.
Participants are asked to read these scriptures are write down
questions, comments, surprises.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9: 6-11

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in
all things at all times, having all that you need, you

will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts( to the
poor; their righteousness endures forever.”10 Now he
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will
be enriched in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.

Wray will be out of town this weekend and
will return home on Sunday evening.
 unday, November 8, 2020
S
Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due
9:45 am - Worship Service
10:45 am - Sunday School
Sunday, November 15, 2020
Dedication of Christmas Child Boxes
9:45 am - Worship Service
10:45 am - Sunday School
Sunday, November 22, 2020
9:45 am - Worship Service
10:45 am - Sunday School
Thursday, November 26, 2020
Thanksgiving Day
Sunday, November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent
9:45 am - Worship Service
10:45 am - Sunday School

November Scripture
Readings
November 1, All Saints’ Day
Revelation 7: 9-12, 8:1

November 29, First Sunday in
Advent
Mark 13: 24-37

November 8

2 Corinthians 9: 6-11
November 15
Matthew 25: 14-30
November 22
Matthew 25: 31-46

Kelly Vandemark Stratton - November 4th
Jerry Cupp – November 5th
Kaila Glover - November 9 th
Mary Alice Drumheller - November 10th
Janet Arndt - November 11th
Kim Miller Cox- November 11th
Marty Sherman - November 15th
Dana Drumheller - November 15th
Greg Gruver - November 22nd
Nancy Evers - November 23rd
Travis Mader - November 27th
Victoria Alt - November 30th

*All teachers, students, administrators
and parents.
Judy Abbott
Carol Ambler
Janice Holland (Janet Arndt's daughter)
Angie Cash (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)

Barbara Clark
Lee Cupp
Peggy Davis (Trish Howell's cousin)
Charlie Drumheller
Ray Drumheller
Lisa Fainter (Barbara Gilmer’s daughter)
Gabriel Falls
*Family of Dr. & Mrs. Forbes on their passing
Adam Garst
Dot Gayhart
Warren and Barbara Gilmer
Shirley Gladwell (cousin of June Drumheller and Trish Howell)
Everett Gray
Steve Green (husband of Willie Almarode’s granddaughter
Tina)
Anna Hartman
Eddie Hartman (Ann Hartman's son)
*Gwendolyn Johnson (requested by Vicky Layne)
Derek Jost ( Friend of Cheryl Byrd)
Joe Kennedy (Chip Stratton's step-dad)
*Sonja Koogler (Friend of Nancy & Bob Evers)
Gary Layne
Freddie Lawhorne (Barbara Gilmer's brother)
George Lester
John Lotts
Michelle Lough (Kitty Coffey's daughter)
Edna Marshall (Anna Hartman's sister-in-law)
Cheri Moats (daughter of Warren Gilmer)
Joe Nicely
*Kindra and Kelly Parks (great-niece and her husband of Nancy
Evers, both have Covid-19 in Billings, Montana)
Keith and Cherylon Pitchford (by Lisa Drumheller)
Karen Proffitt (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)
Ron & Janet Ragland (Nancy Mader's sister & brother-in-law)
Jane Rexrode
Sam Robb

Betty and Jimmy Simmons
Garrett Shifflett (Great-nephew of Will & Liz Fitzgerald
Graham Smith (Friend of Chip Stratton’s)
Bentley Varner (Requested by Chip Stratton)
Paula Watkins
*Paul Watts (requested by Ed and Brenda Taylor)
Keith Whitmore (Requested by Elizabeth Fitzgerald)
Bob Weeks, Pastor of Verona United Methodist Church
*New Request this Month
Send us your prayer
request. Just Click Here!

The simplest
prayer
An eccentric blind man nicknamed
Joybubbles reportedly loved Mr.
Rogers so much he listened to 10
hours of the TV show daily until
he’d heard them all. One night,
when Joybubbles was in a kind of
awake dream state, he said Mr.
Rogers visited him and offered to
teach him how to pray.
Joybubbles protested that he
couldn’t pray because he always
forgot the words. To which Mr.
Rogers said not to worry; the prayer
he’d teach had only three words.
“What kind of prayer has only three
words?” Joybubbles asked.
“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied.
—adapted from The Wired Word

What is the HELP
Health Equipment
Loan Program, Inc.?

H.E.L.P., the Health Equipment Loan
Program, also sometimes known as the
HELP Medical Closet, is a communitybased free loan program for durable
medical equipment.
H.E.L.P. began in 2014 as a way to serve
the local community. Research led us to
believe that we had both a need and a readily available supply of
used durable medical equipment. The gently used pieces were
collected from businesses and individuals in the community. A
location was found. Volunteers for manning the medical closet
and for some pick-up and deliveries stepped up to the task.
Equipment Loans are free regardless of financial circumstance.
The standard loan for most durable equipment is three (3)
months. Hospital beds are loaned for six months. Please call to
renew if you need your loan longer.
Located at: 3925 Churchville Ave.
Churchville, VA 24421
(Entrance is on west side of Churchville Pump Service building)
For more information you will want to see the entire brochure by
clicking on the link below.
H. E. L. P.
Brochure

Has Your Contact Info Changed?

If any of your information has
changed over the last few years
(especially phone numbers,
mailing addresses, and email
addresses), please contact Nancy
Evers @ nancyevers99@gmail.com or 540/2410448. You may also write down your
information - names, address, all phone
numbers, email, and birthdays for each person
(month and day) and give it to Linda Armstrong
at Chuch. We have discovered that more and
more people are eliminating their landlines and
we do not have their cellphone numbers. We are

beginning the process of making a new church
directory (without photos) so that we all may
keep in touch easier.
Visit our
website

A message from our Pastor
In I Corinthians 12:4, we
read: There are different kinds of
gifts, but the same Spirit distributes
them.
We are a congregation in which
there are wide and varied gifts of the
Spirit. We work together and all
gifts are used to serve God. We value
the gifts for ministry that you bring.
All gifts of the Spirit are important.
In the words of the hymn, There Is a
Balm in Gilead:
If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus,
who died to save us all.

Give A Donation Today Thru
PayPal

All gifts are greatly
appreciated.

Rev. Dr. Wray Sherman, Pastor
Home 540/949-8480
Cell 540/480-5377
Carol Ambler & Tammy Goff – Youth Dir.
Nancy Mader – Clerk of Session
Ron Brower & Willie Almarode – Treasurers
Trish Howell – Sunday School Director
Shannon Viar – Caretaker
Elizabeth Fitzgerald – Historian
Nancy Mader & Laurie Thacker – WOC co-chairs
Don Rierson – Organist
Nancy Evers – Web Master & Newsletter Editor
Session Members
Fred Mader

Ron Brower
Laurie Thacker
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Hank Coffey
Tammy Goff

Hermitage Presbyterian
Church

Contact Us or join our mailing
list

46 Hildebrand Church Rd.
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Phone: 540-480-5377



