The Hermitage Heartbeat
Week of December 16, 2020
The Hermitage Heartbeat is a weekly newsletter from
Hermitage Presbyterian Church. There will be information
for events that have happened recently as well as the current
and future weeks. Some info is carried over to more than one
week. It is our hope that we will keep you up-to-date on what
is going on with our members, friends and community. Make
sure you are seeing the entire email. If you see at the end of
the email "message clipped" and view entire message, make
sure to click on "view entire message" so that you will get all
the news from Hermitage.

"This Church Exists for the People
Outside Its Doors"
As you come into the Hermitage Sanctuary, you are asked
to wear masks to the Hermitage worship service and
practice social distancing.
There has recently been an increase in COVID-19 cases
and hospitalizations. We have worshippers at Hermitage
who are at high risk for infection and we want all to
worship safely.

Thanks to
Toby for
lighting
the first
Advent
Candle

Congregational Meeting (2nd notice).
The Hermitage Session calls a congregational
meeting for Sunday, December 20, 2020, for
the purpose of electing two (2) elders to the
class of 2023. The nominating committee

presents the names of Bob Evers and Laurie
Thacker. Nominations will be accepted from
the floor.

Below you will find the Church
Budget for 2021. Note that the
budget does not include a choir
director's salary or a cleaning
service budget. If at a later date things return to normal
and we have restored our membership then these two
items shall be addressed.
Under the Worship Expenses for 2021 we have a budget of
$940.00 versus only $400 for 2020. This is because we
spent $940.00 in 2020 to have the pianos tuned and such.

As 2020 comes to a close, the
solar system has decided to
grace us with a cosmic Christmas

miracle that hasn't been
witnessed in nearly 800 years.
On Dec. 21 (aka the December
solstice), Jupiter and Saturn will
align so closely in the night sky
that they'll almost appear to
collide from our vantage point
here on Earth, creating a radiant
point of light often referred to
as the "Star of Bethlehem" or
the "Christmas Star." "You'd have
to go all the way back to just
before dawn on March 4, 1226, to see a closer alignment
between these objects visible in the night sky."
"Alignments between these two planets are rather rare, occurring
once every 20 years or so, but this conjunction is exceptionally rare
because of how close the planets will appear to be to one another,"
said Patrick Hartigan, an astronomer at Rice University, according
to Forbes. "You'd have to go all the way back to just before dawn
on March 4, 1226, to see a closer alignment between these objects
visible in the night sky."
The event, sometimes referred to as The Great Conjunction, occurs
roughly every 19 to 20 years, but this is the closest the planets will
line up in the night sky since the Middle Ages. Technically, Saturn
will be 10 au (astronomical units) from Earth, and Jupiter will be 5
au away, but they will appear to be less than the diameter of a full
moon apart.
To catch a glimpse of the phenomenon for yourself, make sure you
have a clear view to the southwest about 45 minutes after sunset.
The planets will be at their closest on Dec. 21, but the "Christmas
Star" will be visible from anywhere on Earth for about one hour
after sunset in the northern hemisphere for the entire fourth week
of December. If you're viewing with a telescope, you may also be
able to see Jupiter and Saturn's largest moons orbiting them that
week. The next Great Conjunction this close won't happen until
March 15, 2080, so be sure to take a peek out your window later
this month for a brilliant holiday treat.

Dear Hermitage Presbyterian Church
(JL134),
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is
committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods we
call home. Our stores are on a mission to not just part of, but to help
create a stronger community. We recognize that every community
has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an
important organization in our community.
We encourage you to ask your supporters to link their rewards card
to your organization. Community Rewards is easy to use, The more
your supporters shop with us, the more money your organization
will earn!
We are committed to carefully protecting our customer's personal
information. In order to meet their expectation of privacy, we have
adopted a simple policy to never share a customer's personal
information. Our privacy policy applies to Community Rewards
participation as well.
Thank you for being such an important organization in our
community,
Community Rewards Staff

01-Sep-2020 to 30-Nov-2020

10
Households

$ 60.32
Total Donations
We are so sorry to hear about the passing of our friend and
Church family member, Bob Chambers. Please keep Bob's
family in your thoughts and prayers.

Robert Wayne
Chambers
APRIL 29, 1931 – DECEMBER 13, 2020

Robert Wayne Chambers, 89, of
Fishersville passed away on Sunday,
December 13, 2020 at The Retreat,
Fishersville.
Born April 29, 1931 in Parker, PA, he was
a son of the late Daniel L. and Eleanor M.
(Bell) Chambers.
Robert was a member of Hermitage Presbyterian Church. Prior
to retirement, he worked as an airline mechanic for over 35
years, retiring from TWA. He was a U.S. Army veteran having
served his country honorably during the Korean War and rising
to the rank of SP3. He was a member of the Izaak Walton League
of American and Experimental Aircraft Association. Robert
enjoyed all things aviation, hunting, fishing, gardening and
playing the violin.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his first
wife, Peggy Chambers; brothers, Ed, Paul, Roy and John; and
sisters, Twilla and Sarah.
Survivors include his wife, Althea Louella (Phillips) Chambers;
two sons, Mark Chambers and wife, Tammy of Stuarts Draft and
Russell Chambers and wife, Barbara of Frederick, MD; sister,
Ruth Kuro of Ledyard, CT; and a number of nieces and nephews.
The family will receive friends from 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, December 18, 2020 at the Waynesboro Chapel of
Reynolds Hamrick Funeral Homes, 618 W. Main St.,
Waynesboro. Due to COVID-19, all who plan to attend will be
required to wear a facemask and we ask you limit your visit to 510 minutes due to the limit of 10 people gathering at one time. A
private funeral service will follow with burial in Culpeper

National Cemetery with military honors.
Those desiring may make memorial contributions to Legacy
Hospice at CHA Foundation, 500 Faulconer Dr., Suite 200,
Charlottesville, VA 22903.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Reynolds Hamrick
Funeral Homes of Waynesboro.
Relatives and friends may share condolences and memories with
the family online by
visiting www.reynoldshamrickfuneralhomes.com

Keeping Christ in Christmas! Merry Christmas!

What's Happening?

The Garrison Family.
Thanks to the Hermitage
congregation for
responding to the needs
of the Garrison Family. In
September 2020, their
Waynesboro home was destroyed by fire. They lost a child
in the fire and the husband was severely burned.
$1500 was donated by the congregation and the
Hermitage Session matched that amount. A check of
$3000 was given to the Kate Collins Middle School who is
administrating relief efforts for the family.

We are encouraging our friends and members to
participate in the Reverse Advent Calendar this
year. In the Reverse Advent Calendar you are
giving instead of receiving. There are so many
that need help during these difficult times. If you

cannot do every day, that is totally OK. Any and
all contributations will be welcome. You can leave
your items in the Narthex at the Church or you
can call 540/480-5377 to arrange for pick-up. All
items will be donated to the Blue Ridge Area Food
Bank. We thank everyone in advance for their
support!

We will again have our Christmas
Card Box in the Narthex. You may
place your cards in the box and they
will be seperated for each member to

pick-up after Sunday Worship.

Stewardship in Action
Since Covid began there are a few people
who have been cleaning the church. There
will be sign up sheet in the Narthex or you
can speak to Nancy Mader or Laurie
Thacker to help. The areas to be cleaned
are the Sanctuary, Narthex and Main
bathrooms between the Narthex and Social
Hall. There is a cordless Vacuum in the
Kitchen. What comprises cleaning is listed below. This can
be done anytime during the week between services.
Vacuum the Carpeted Areas
Dust as needed
Pick up Bulletins
Clean the Bathrooms and fill the dispensers
In the month of December, we will
continue our annual ministry to the
residents of the Ritenour House in
Staunton. This year, instead of purchasing
clothing, etc., please give your money
donation to Tammy Goff. Tammy will
purchase items for a gift basket for each
resident. Thanks!

The January - February Upper
Room devotionals have
arrived and are in the narthex.
If you have info, photos or any
news you would like to see in The
Hermitage Heartbeat Weekly,
please send to Nancy Evers by
clicking on her email button
below. Please make sure you send
it by Tuesday before the
Wednesday issue. However, if you
have an urgent concern or prayer
request, you can send an email anytime and a special email will
be sent to our members and friends. Thanks, Nancy
Email Nancy Evers

No Sunday School until
further notice.

December Scripture and
Sunday School Readings
December 6
Mark 1: 1-8
December 13 Isaiah 61: 1-4, 10-11
John 1: 6-8
December 20 Luke 1: 26-40
December 27 Luke 2:22-40

Sunday, December 20, 2020
Masks required
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:45 am - Worship Service

The Hermitage Christmas Eve worship
service will be canceled this year due to the
increasing COVID-19 cases in our area. The
Hermitage Christmas Eve service is usually
well-attended and there is not enough space to have safe, in-person
worship. However, a virtual service is being planned.

Olivia Graham - December 1st
Kelsi Glover - December 1st
Melissa Thacker - December 6th
Nancy Mader - December 8th

Katie Sutton - December 19th
Madison Graham - December 21st
Dennis Drumheller - December 22nd
David Sauer – December 22nd
Carol Ambler - December 25th
Chuck Golf - December 26th
Rachel Gray - December 27th
Luke Thacker - December 29th
Abigail Glover - December 29th
All teachers, students, administrators and
parents.
Judy Abbott
Carol Ambler
Janice Holland (Janet Arndt's daughter)
Angie Cash (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)
Barbara Clark
*Family and friends of Robert Chambers
*Friend of Kitty Coffey who is going through a really rough time.
Lee Cupp
Peggy Davis (Trish Howell's cousin)
Charlie Drumheller
*Ray & Mary Alice Drumheller
Lisa Fainter (Barbara Gilmer’s daughter)
Gabriel Falls
The Garrison Family
Adam Garst
Dot Gayhart
Warren and Barbara Gilmer
Shirley Gladwell (cousin of June Drumheller and Trish Howell)
Everett Gray
Anna Hartman
Gwendolyn Johnson (requested by Vicky Layne)
Derek Jost ( Friend of Cheryl Byrd)
Joe Kennedy (Chip Stratton's step-dad)
Gary Layne

Freddie Lawhorne (Barbara Gilmer's brother)
George Lester
John Lotts
Michelle Lough (Kitty Coffey's daughter)
Edna Marshall (Anna Hartman's sister-in-law)
Cheri Moats (daughter of Warren Gilmer)
Joe Nicely
Keith and Cherylon Pitchford (by Lisa Drumheller)
Karen Proffitt (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)
Ron & Janet Ragland (Nancy Mader's sister & brother-in-law)
Jane Rexrode
Sam Robb
Donna Wise Senger (Requested by Nancy & Bob Evers)
Betty and Jimmy Simmons
Graham Smith (Friend of Chip Stratton’s)
Bentley Varner (Requested by Chip Stratton)
Paula Watkins
Paul Watts (requested by Ed and Brenda Taylor)
Keith Whitmore (Requested by Elizabeth Fitzgerald)
Bob Weeks, Pastor of Verona United Methodist Church
*New Request this Month
Send us your prayer
request. Just Click Here!

Your 2021 Offering
Envelopes are in the Church
Narthex ready for pick-up. If
you are not receiving
envelopes and would like to,
please see Pastor Wray.

What is the HELP
Health Equipment
Loan Program, Inc.?
H.E.L.P., the Health Equipment Loan
Program, also sometimes known as the
HELP Medical Closet, is a community-based free loan program
for durable medical equipment.
H.E.L.P. began in 2014 as a way to serve the local community.
Research led us to believe that we had both a need and a readily
available supply of used durable medical equipment. The gently
used pieces were collected from businesses and individuals in
the community. A location was found. Volunteers for manning
the medical closet and for some pick-up and deliveries stepped
up to the task.
Equipment Loans are free regardless of financial circumstance.
The standard loan for most durable equipment is three (3)

months. Hospital beds are loaned for six months. Please call to
renew if you need your loan longer.
Located at: 3925 Churchville Ave.
Churchville, VA 24421
(Entrance is on west side of Churchville Pump Service building)
For more information you will want to see the entire brochure by
clicking on the link below.
H. E. L. P.
Brochure

Has Your Contact Info Changed?

If any of your information has
changed over the last few years
(especially phone numbers,
mailing addresses, and email
addresses), please contact Nancy
Evers @ nancyevers99@gmail.com or 540/2410448. You may also write down your
information - names, address, all phone
numbers, email, and birthdays for each person
(month and day) and give it to Linda Armstrong
at Chuch. We have discovered that more and
more people are eliminating their landlines and
we do not have their cellphone numbers. We are
beginning the process of making a new church
directory (without photos) so that we all may
keep in touch easier.
Visit our
website

A message from our Pastor
In I Corinthians 12:4, we
read: There are different kinds of
gifts, but the same Spirit distributes
them.

We are a congregation in which
there are wide and varied gifts of the
Spirit. We work together and all
gifts are used to serve God. We value
the gifts for ministry that you bring.
All gifts of the Spirit are important.
In the words of the hymn, There Is a
Balm in Gilead:
If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus,
who died to save us all.

Give A Donation Today Thru
PayPal

All gifts are greatly
appreciated.

Rev. Dr. Wray Sherman, Pastor
Home 540/949-8480
Cell 540/480-5377
Carol Ambler & Tammy Goff – Youth Dir.
Nancy Mader – Clerk of Session
Ron Brower & Willie Almarode – Treasurers
Trish Howell – Sunday School Director
Elizabeth Fitzgerald – Historian
Nancy Mader & Laurie Thacker – WOC co-chairs
Don Rierson – Organist
Nancy Evers – Web Master & Newsletter Editor
Session Members
Fred Mader
Ron Brower
Laurie Thacker
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Hank Coffey
Tammy Goff

Hermitage Presbyterian
Church
46 Hildebrand Church Rd.
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Phone: 540-480-5377

Contact Us or join our mailing
list



