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The Hermitage Heartbeat is a weekly newsletter
from Hermitage Presbyterian Church. There will be
information for events that have happened recently
as well as the current and future weeks. Some info is
carried over to more than one week. It is our hope
that we will keep you up-to-date on what is going on
with our members, friends and community. Make
sure you are seeing the entire email. If you see at the
end of the email "message clipped" and view entire
message, make sure to click on "view entire
message" so that you will get all the news from
Hermitage.
Thank you and God Bless.
Nancy Evers, Editor



"This Church Exists for the People
Outside Its Doors"

Our scripture readings in the
month of March lead us from the
ancient Hebrew Psalmist telling
us what is most important in life
(Psalm 19), to Jesus entering
Jerusalem at the beginning of
what we call “Holy Week” (Mark
11: 1-11). In between these two
readings, we will deal with
snakes in the desert (Numbers 21) and Greeks wishing to
see Jesus (John 12). 

If you think this path of scripture readings is a strange
one, you would be right. We all want to get to our Holy
Week celebration, but we didn’t anticipate having to
dodge snakes or being interrupted by Greeks. Of course,
one year ago, we didn’t think we would be in a pandemic
in which we would have to navigate the wearing of masks,
social distancing, the closing of schools, churches,
sporting events, and restaurants. Life is a process of
traversing through the unexpected. At times, we feel like
we are out of control. The scripture lessons in this season
of Lent give us permission to feel like our steering wheel is
loose. The Good News is that Lent also proclaims that God
is faithful, and that nothing can separate us from his love.



Peace,
Wray

Hermitage Worship
The Hermitage Session, noting that
many members have received their
COVID vaccine, agreed to make
mask-wearing optional during the

worship service. We will continue to spread out in the
sanctuary, at least 6 feet from non-family members.

Our updated Church Directory
with addresses, phone numbers
and email addresses should be
ready in the next couple of weeks.
If you have new info since 2015
and have not done so already,

please make sure you email it to
nancyevers99@gmail.com. The first draft of the
directory will be laid out in the Narthex for you
to review this Sunday. Please feel free to write in
additions or make corrections. Thanks so
much!!!!

Blessings,
Nancy Evers

 
WE WILL BE TAKING ORDERS FOR
FLOWERS FOR

EASTER UNTIL SUNDAY March 21st
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS
 
PAYABLE TO HERMITAGE PRES

CHURCH. ORDERS
 
MAY BE GIVEN TO LAURIE THACKER OR TURNED IN TO
 



THE CHURCH OFFICE
 
LILY’S                             $10.25     2- $20.50             
TULIPS                              $9.00      2- $18.00     
DAFFODILS                     $9.00     2- $18.00
HYACINTHS                  $10.80     2- $21.60    
HYDRANGIAS                $13.50     2- $27.00
BEGONIA                        $10.80     2- $21.60
SPRING GARDEN PAN $10.80    2 – $21.60
 
 
I would like to order :
 
______ LILY   ______ TULIPS ______ HYACINTHS_____ BEGONIA
 
____ DAFFODILS   _____HYDRANGIAS ___ SPRING GARDEN PAN
 
I am giving in Memory of __________________________
                                         
                                          __________________________
 
I am giving in Honor of    __________________________
 
                                          __________________________
 
 
Given By: _______________________________________
 
Flowers ordered will be listed on the Honor/Memorial List

Click here to download and print
form

Order sheets are also available in the Church Narthex.

Flowering Easter
Cross

BY REV. SUSAN CARTER WIGGINS
Germantown Presbyterian Church
In spite of its function as a brutal form
of execution, the cross stands at the
center of our faith as a symbol of life.
Saint Paul speaks of the shame of the

https://files.constantcontact.com/348e9843801/f83a03d9-a735-426a-8bf8-a44b78fc39d8.docx


cross, while Saint John portrays the cross as the principal
sign of the glory of Christ, but both recognize that the
cross is the source of life.

There can be no Easter without Good Friday, no
Resurrection without the Crucifixion. Indeed, the cross,
rather than the empty tomb, has held the place of honor as
the primary symbol of the Christian faith.
Christian art certainly has many examples of the cross as
an instrument of suffering and death, but some of the
earliest depictions of the cross emphasize its life-giving
qualities. The flowering cross is found in Christian art as
early as the sixth century and is based on a legend that
says that the cross itself burst into bloom at the moment
that Jesus died. The legend of the True Cross
describes how the wood of the cross came from a tree that
sprang from a seed taken from the Tree of Life in the
Garden of Eden.

A modern expression of this idea may be found in the
custom of flowering the cross. On Easter morning, flowers
are used to decorate a cross. If gardens are in bloom,
bringing cut flowers from home can be a wonderful
offering in honor of the risen Lord, and can also provide
an opportunity for families to talk about the meaning of
the cross and the resurrection.



Up-Coming Event

The Women of the Church
will be holding a Yard Sale
in June. Please start
gathering items now. If you
do not have room to store
them at your house, you
may pack them in

stackable boxes and leave in the downstairs
social hall.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
 



On Easter Sunday, Hermitage Church
will participate in the One Great Hour
of Sharing offering.  Each gift to One
Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts
to relieve hunger through the
Presbyterian Hunger Program,
promote development through the
Presbyterian Committee on the Self-
Development of People, and assist in
areas of disaster through Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in Texas
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in communication
with Presbyterian leadership on the ground in Texas,
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana. We have offered
assistance and assessments will be more accessible as
power is restored and things begin to thaw. PDA stands
ready to assist. Please join us in praying for safety and
warmth.
To support this response, designate gifts for DR000015
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/winter-storms/

Note: Hermitage Church contributes to the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance when we give to the One Great Hour
of Sharing Offering on Easter Sunday.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KflrFDYwSXeUfvhLyX1wuXdyk5chMVP3V3RiOPM5kbDwKBOCx3WaZ1-YjNIOMfyZ98LkwNvP3ypcoV6LhJrDnEC69iRroea9s0k26jWinEOtmqQXrSk2Dp65FWEGtPznxGjECbFh0xnubozBlKWcXljPvhwdeeTN5l68_q9Mr5-RbP_FsKn_vzMaC4yFAS9Upsi5mGD2eKKI_Z4SCyYnmg==&c=moBozInfkkeA4WX5kP-MPZwMGRfSu_xzAy8e7dQjSfi8vpxFdTcwGA==&ch=SMhY3AcUoQG6jwpNiNL1WMri-f594EnOMiSgyo06-tbfJqFrOhI_pg==


Pass The Cup or The Glass
by Fred Mader

 
Of all topics for a church newsletter, this one is about
German beer glasses or maybe the real topic is about
Missions.

 This story starts out with Fred and Nancy Mader living in
Germany for four years, approximately ten miles or so
from Kaiserslautern. The GI's called it K-town but
Kaiserslautern received its name from the favorite
hunting retreat of Holy Roman Emperor Frederick
Barbarossa[4] who ruled the Holy Roman Empire from
1155 until 1190. (So we were told.)

Being in our twenties, we took advantage of shopping and
seeking small German restaurants in Kaiserslautern, but
also taking scenic drives to many many small German
towns. We soon learned that each area appeared to have
its own brewery. At the time we were told there were over
2000 breweries within Germany.

As a result of eating or just stopping in small
restaurants, we started to collect a beer glass
or beer mug from each different brewery.
Yep, sometimes Fred would just walk inside
and ask in his best German, if he could buy a
beer glass. (Each brewery had a unique
symbol and many originated before our
country was even founded.)  If there was a
cost for a glass it was around a quarter but
usually it was free as they appreciated someone asking for
a glass.

After four years, we had
collected just under 300 glasses

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_I,_Holy_Roman_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaiserslautern#cite_note-EB1911-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire


and perhaps 30 beer mugs. What
was the intent? When arriving
stateside, the glasses were to be
displayed on shelves but Nancy
said Fred would be responsible
for the dusting.

So what happened? For 48 years
the beer glasses sat unopened in

boxes in the Mader basement. The boxes did collect dust
and were never dusted.

The glasses needed a new home. Who
would want all of these glasses? The good
Lord answered the question by setting up
a connection while shopping in Costco.
Janet and Gary Puffenbarger support
Relay for Life in Harrisonburg, VA by
hosting a coin toss stand.  Their tent or
stand sets up among numerous other
folks who have stands to display yard
items, antiques or hobbies on weekends
at an open air market space in
Harrisonburg. So, needless to say, the boxes of glasses
were donated to the Puffenbargers. 

While visiting the coin
toss display one day, two
people won a German
beer glass. Janet told
each winner the glass had
come from Germany and
the owner was present.
As a result of their time
and energy the
Puffenbargers have

collected thousands and thousands of dollars, one coin at
a time, to raise money for the Harrisonburg Relay of Life
effort to fight cancer.

Sometimes God works in mysterious ways.



The coin toss has raised
$57,000.00 since 2010. The
Puffenbargers operate under
the team name Sparks.

March Scriptures

March 7 - Psalm 19

March 14 - Numbers 21: 4-9,
John 3: 14-21

March 21 - John 12: 20-26

March 28 - Mark 11: 1-11 (Palm Sunday)



Saturday, March 20, 2021
First Day of Spring

Sunday, March 21, 2021 (Masks
optional)

 9:45 am - Worship Service
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Monday, March 25, 2021
April Newsletter Deadline



Sunday, March 28, 2021 (Masks optional)
 9:45 am - Worship Service

Palm Sunday
Holy Week Begins

Thursday, April 1, 2021
7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Service

Sunday, April 4, 2021
7:30 am- Easter Sunrise Service

8:00 am - Coffee and pastries
8:30 am - Easter Worship and Communion

Special dates
World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2021
Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 14, 2021
First day of spring, March 20, 2021
Holy Week, March 28 – April 4, 2021
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28, 2021

No Sunday School until
further notice.



Joshua Thacker - March 2nd

Hunter Hipes - March 2nd

Josh Thacker – March 3rd

Betty Simmons - March 5th

Ron Brower - March 5th

Scott German – March 5th

Megan Newman Neal - March 9th

Travis Viar - March 9th

Paula Watkins - March 10th 
Christopher Drumheller - March 12th

Bea Shifflett - March 12th

Robyn Stratton - March 14th

Tristen Price – March 19th 

Sandy Gruver - March 20th

Julie Yeomans - March 22 nd

Robert Thacker - March 22nd

Jerry Brower - March 26th

Bryce Sherman – March 28th

Jackson Sherman - March 29th

Laurie Thacker - March 29th

Landon Battaglia- March 29th

Todd Gruver - March 31st

Jacob Daniel – March 31st



All teachers, students, administrators and

parents.

All Medical Workers and Front Line Responders

Judy Abbott

*Janet Arndt on breast cancer diagnosis

Carol Ambler

*Angie Cash diagnosed with MS (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)

Barbara Clark

Lee Cupp

Charlie Drumheller

Ray Drumheller

Lisa Fainter (Barbara Gilmer’s daughter)

Gabriel Falls

The Garrison Family

Adam Garst

Dot Gayhart

Warren and Barbara Gilmer

*June Drumheller and Trish Howell on the passing of their

cousin, Shirley Gladwell

*Bob Glover (Jim Glover's brother)

Anna Hartman

*Gail Simmons Hite and family on the passing of Gail's husband,

Don Hite.

*Janice Holland having cancer surgery on March 25th (Janet

Arndt's daughter)

Jeremiah Hughes - 18 year old fighting Acute Lymphoblastic

Leukemia. Son of Bobbi and TJ Hughes

Gwendolyn Johnson (requested by Vicky Layne)

Derek Jost ( Friend of Cheryl Byrd)

Joe Kennedy (Chip Stratton's step-dad)

Gary Layne

Freddie Lawhorne (Barbara Gilmer's brother)

George Lester

John Lotts



Michelle Lough (Kitty Coffey's daughter)

Edna Marshall (Anna Hartman's sister-in-law)

*Nelson Meyerhoeffer with recent pacemaker surgery (Friend of

Nancy Evers

Cheri Moats (daughter of Warren Gilmer)

Joe Nicely

*Sharon Painter, niece of Ellie Garst, who recently received a

cancer diagnosis and had surgery on 2/22/2021

Keith and Cherylon Pitchford (by Lisa Drumheller)

Karen Proffitt (Barbara Gilmer's daughter)

Ron & Janet Ragland (Nancy Mader's sister & brother-in-law)

Jane Rexrode

Sam Robb

Betty and Jimmy Simmons

Graham Smith (Friend of Chip Stratton’s)

*Carl Tyson

Bentley Varner (Requested by Chip Stratton)

*George Wade

Paula Watkins

Paul Watts (requested by Ed and Brenda Taylor)

*R.L. White and Freida White McManaway on the passing of

their brother, Craig White from Covid

Keith Whitmore (Requested by Elizabeth Fitzgerald)

*New Request this Month

Send us your prayer
request or updates.  Just

click here!

A Daily Prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help
us remember that you are present. If we
find ourselves in the shadows of

mailto:nancyevers99@gmail.com


disappointment or rejection or pain, let us
see your comforting light. If we’re in the
radiant light of success or acceptance or
wholeness, may we acknowledge your
providence and grace. Wherever we are,
grant us the assurance of your nearness.
Amen.

Please keep yourself and
others safe by following

the Covid-19 toolbox
guidelines. It is hard to do
but please remember the 6

foot rule.



Send a Thank You!
If you want to share a message or artwork (Children's artwork
welcomed) with Augusta Health, please send them
to together@augustahealth.com. They are shared with
employees on their internal web portal, and a selection will be
posted to their website and Facebook page for everyone to
see. We hope that everyone can be inspired and feel
positivity from these messages!

mailto:together@augustahealth.com


Daily Readings from
the Lectionary.

Daily
Readings

Stewardship in Action

Since Covid began, there are a few people
who have been cleaning the church. There
is a sign up sheet in the Narthex or you can
speak to Nancy Mader or Laurie Thacker to
help. The areas to be cleaned are the
Sanctuary, Narthex and Main bathrooms
between the Narthex and Social
Hall. There is a cordless Vacuum in the

Kitchen. What comprises cleaning is listed below. This can
be done anytime during the week between services.
 

Vacuum the Carpeted Areas
Dust as needed
Pick up Bulletins
Clean the Bathrooms and fill the dispensers

The March - April Upper Room
devotionals have arrived and are

in the narthex.

If you have info, photos or any
news you would like to see in The
Hermitage Heartbeat Weekly,
please send to Nancy Evers by
clicking on her email button

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/


below. Please make sure you send
it by Tuesday before the
Wednesday issue. However, if you
have an urgent concern or prayer
request, you can send an email
anytime and a special email will be
sent to our members and friends.
Thanks, Nancy

Email Nancy Evers

What is the HELP
Health Equipment
Loan Program, Inc.?
H.E.L.P., the Health Equipment Loan
Program, also sometimes known as the

HELP Medical Closet, is a community-based free loan program
for durable medical equipment.

H.E.L.P. began in 2014 as a way to serve the local community.
Research led us to believe that we had both a need and a readily
available supply of used durable medical equipment. The gently
used pieces were collected from businesses and individuals in
the community. A location was found. Volunteers for manning
the medical closet and for some pick-up and deliveries stepped
up to the task.

Equipment Loans are free regardless of financial circumstance.
The standard loan for most durable equipment is three (3)
months. Hospital beds are loaned for six months. Please call to
renew if you need your loan longer.

Located at: 3925 Churchville Ave.
Churchville, VA 24421
(Entrance is on west side of Churchville Pump Service building)

For more information you will want to see the entire brochure by
clicking on the link below.

H. E. L. P.
Brochure

mailto:nancyevers99@gmail.com
https://www.medicalcloset.org/docs/3-panel_brochure.pdf


Visit our
website

A message from our Pastor
In I Corinthians 12:4, we read: There are
different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
distributes them.

We are a congregation in which there are
wide and varied gifts of the Spirit. We
work together and all gifts are used to
serve God. We value the gifts for ministry
that you bring. All gifts of the Spirit are
important. In the words of the
hymn, There Is a Balm in Gilead:

If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,

you can tell the love of Jesus,
who died to save us all.

Give A Donation Today Thru
PayPal All gifts are greatly

appreciated.

Rev. Dr. Wray Sherman, Pastor
Home 540/949-8480

Cell 540/480-5377

Carol Ambler & Tammy Goff – Youth Dir.
Nancy Mader – Clerk of Session

Ron Brower & Willie Almarode – Treasurers
Trish Howell – Sunday School Director

Elizabeth Fitzgerald – Historian
Nancy Mader & Laurie Thacker – WOC Co-Chairs

Don Rierson – Organist
Nancy Evers – Web Master & Newsletter Editor

Session Members
 Ron Brower
Hank Coffey

Bob Evers               
Elizabeth Fitzgerald            

 Tammy Goff
Laurie Thacker 

Hermitage Presbyterian

Church
Contact Us or join our mailing

list

http://www.hermitagechurch.net
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=A6YHDERT5J798&source=url
https://hermitagechurch.net/
http://hermitagepc@gmail.com


46 Hildebrand Church Rd.

Waynesboro, VA 22980

Phone: 540-480-5377  

https://www.facebook.com/TheHermitagePC/

